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Joshua 3:1-17 (ESV) 

Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from Shiƫm. And they came to the Jordan, he and all the 
people of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. At the end of three days the officers went through the 
camp and commanded the people, “As soon as you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God being carried by 
the LeviƟcal priests, then you shall set out from your place and follow it. Yet there shall be a distance between you and 
it, about 2,000 cubits in length. Do not come near it, in order that you may know the way you shall go, for you have not 
passed this way before.” Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do 
wonders among you.” And Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on before the people.” 
So they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people. 
The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with you. And as for you, command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, ‘When you come 
to the brink of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand sƟll in the Jordan.’” And Joshua said to the people of Israel, 
“Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your God.” And Joshua said, “Here is how you shall know that the living 
God is among you and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, the Hiƫtes, the Hivites, the 
Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites. Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth 
is passing over before you into the Jordan. Now therefore take twelve men from the tribes of Israel, from each tribe a 
man. And when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the 
waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters coming down from above 
shall stand in one heap.” 
So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant 
before the people, and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, and the feet of the priests 
bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water (now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the Ɵme of 
harvest), the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is 
beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And the 
people passed over opposite Jericho. Now the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firmly on dry 
ground in the midst of the Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground unƟl all the naƟon finished passing 
over the Jordan. 
 
 
Sermon Summary: 
AŌer forty years of waiƟng and wandering, God instructs Israel to cross the Jordan river and enter the land that he has 
promised them. There is just one problem; the river is flooding. However, through trusƟng in God’s miraculous 
intervenƟon, the people are able to cross over the river. We find ourselves in a similar posiƟon today, wanƟng to cross 
over into God’s kingdom, but finding ourselves separated by the raging river of our sinfulness. Will we try to cross on 
our own terms, or will we trust in the miraculous intervenƟon of Jesus Christ to make a way and allow us to cross over? 
 
 
Ice Breaker QuesƟons: 
1.  Have you ever had to take an unexpected route to a desƟnaƟon? 
2.  What was hard about making that adjustment? 
3.  Have you ever had to trust someone else’s leadership, even when it did not make sense to you in the moment? 
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Scripture Study QuesƟons: 
1.  How many days did the Israelites camp by the river before crossing over? 
2.  What was at the front of the procession into the river? 
3.  What did Joshua tell the people to do before crossing over? 
4.  How is the flow of the Jordan river described in the passage? 
5.  What happened to the water of the Jordan river that allowed the people to pass through? 
 
 
ApplicaƟon QuesƟons: 
1.  The big idea of the passage is the miraculous intervenƟon of God to allow Israel to enter the land he had promised 

to them? Have you ever had a moment where God made a way in your life? 
2.  Both the Ɵme and locaƟon of the crossing made liƩle logisƟcal or strategic sense, yet they led to an amazing 

outcome. In what other ways does following God oŌen lead us in ways that might not make sense to us or to our 
culture? What is the outcome of our obedience? 

3.  How does the story of Israel cross the Jordan river mirror how ChrisƟans cross over from death to  


